
 

Sophia J. Allison 
Lives and works in Los Angeles, CA 
Born 1971 Marion, IN 

EDUCATION 
2001 MFA, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
1995  BFA, PainCng, East Carolina University, Greenville, NC 
1992 AFA, PainCng, Brevard College, Brevard, NC 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
2017  hill and dale, Los Angeles County Store, Los Angeles, CA 
2013  Far, Moorpark College Art Gallery, Moorpark, CA 
2012  Friend Among Strangers, Brevard College, Brevard, NC 
2009  Home Home, Sweet Again, Underground Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 
2008  Germina>on Sta>on, LAAA/Gallery 825, Los Angeles CA 
2005  Whoa, Nellie! LAAA/Gallery 825, Los Angeles, CA 
2002  Garden Variety, DeRicci Gallery, Edgewood College, Madison, WI 
2001  Babyface, Art Gallery, HasCngs College, HasCngs, NE 
1999  Sophia Allison, Eric Schindler Gallery, Richmond, VA 

TWO-PERSON EXHIBITIONS 
2008  Automa>c Enigma>c, Sophia Allison & York Chang, Lawrence Asher Gallery,   

Los Angeles, CA 
2007  Membrane, collaboraCve exhibiCon with Autumn Harrison, MorYork Gallery, Los 

Angeles, CA 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
2024  Oh So Rosy, AMcE CreaCve Arts, SeaWle, WA 
2023  Pale Blue Dot, EllioW Hundley’s studio, Los Angeles, CA 

 PaQern, Form, and Figure, AMcE CreaCve Arts, SeaWle, WA 
2022  Garden, Ladies’ Room, Los Angeles, CA 
  Venice Family Clinic Art Walk & Auc>on, Santa Monica Place, Santa Monica,    
  CA 
2021  Fever, Ladies’ Room, Los Angeles, CA 

2021 Brevard College Alumni Art Exhibi>on, Brevard, NC 
  Niche Market, AMcE CreaCve Arts, SeaWle, WA 

Passage, Asheville Regional Airport, Art in the Airport Program, Asheville, NC 
Garden, Ladies’ Room, Los Angeles, CA 

2020-2021 Bird, Nest, Nature, Bedford Gallery, Lesher Center for the Arts, Walnut Creek,  
CA 

2020  We Are Here/Here We Are, Durden and Ray, various locaCons throughout  
Los Angeles, CA  

2019  Roll Call, Arista, Mexicali, Mexico 
Organic Synthe>c, Embed Gallery, Chatsworth, CA 

2019   Liten, BounCful Davis Art Center, BounCful UT 
 Handled, PØST Kamikaze exhibiCons, MiM Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 

http://www.durdenandray.com/the-exhibition-project
https://www.facebook.com/NotPOST


 

2018  Brand 46 Works on Paper, Brand Library and Art Center, Glendale, CA 
  Paper Trails, Morgan Conservatory, Cleveland, OH 
2017  S+P=A [Systems +Process = Aesthe>cs], Surrogate Gallery Project,  

Pasadena, CA 
2016  (En)Gendered (In)Equity: The Gallery Tally Poster Project, LACE,  

Los Angeles, CA 
2015  Near, Irvine Fine Arts Center, Irvine, CA 
2015  Winter Show, GreenHill NC Art Center, Greensboro, NC 
  With Love, Fi_h Floor Gallery, Los Angeles, CA  

            Annual Art Exhibi>on and Auc>on, San Jose InsCtute of Contemporary Art,  
San Jose, CA 

 Sunday Noon, Parlor, Los Angeles, CA 
Palm Springs Art Fair, Baik Gallery booth, Palm Springs, CA 

2014  Dragnet, ManhaWan Beach Arts Center, ManhaWan Beach, CA 
  The Mysterious Burial Mask: Informa>on and Evidence, Robert and Frances  

Fullerton Museum of Art, California State University, San Bernardino, CA 
2013  Doing Pennants, Fi_h Floor Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 
2012  Days of Our Lives, WEEKEND gallery, Los Angeles, CA 
  Incognito, Santa Monica Museum of Art, Bergamot StaCon, Santa Monica, CA. 
  LA-X, Sara NighCngale Gallery, Water Mill, NY 
2011  Local Histories II: The Ground We Walk On, Orange County Historical  

Museum, Hillsborough, NC 
  Local Histories: The Ground We Walk On, Former Chapel Hill Museum,  

Chapel Hill, NC 
Incognito, Benefit ExhibiCon, Santa Monica Museum of Art, Bergamot StaCon, Santa 
Monica, CA 
(nothing but) flowers, project installaCon, d.e.n. contemporary art, Los Angeles,  
CA 

2010  39Now, Sophia Louisa Projects, Los Angeles, CA 
  Deconstructed Applica>ons, Los Angeles Municipal Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 
  Paper Trail, Happy, Los Angeles, CA 
  Passage installaCon, Cra_ Contemporary (formerly Cra_ and Folk Art  

Museum), Los Angeles, CA 
  Landskin: Sophia Allison, Autumn Harrison, Li’n Lee, Jaime Ursic, Brand  

Library Art Galleries, Glendale, CA 
Venn Diagrams, KrisC Engle Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 

  Not in My Backyard, d.e.n. contemporary art, Los Angeles, CA 
  Incognito, Benefit ExhibiCon, Santa Monica Museum of Art, Bergamot StaCon,  

Santa Monica, CA 
2009  Retrospect, Lawrence Asher Gallery, Los Angeles, CA. 
  Lucha Libre! Las Leyandas Del Ring, HOLA, Heart of Los Angeles, El Corazon  

Gallery 

2009  Incognito, Benefit ExhibiCon, Santa Monica Museum of Art, Bergamot StaCon,  
Santa Monica, CA 

2008  Torrance Juried Art Exhibi>on, Torrance Art Museum. Juried by Gosia Wojas. 



 

  The Horror of Tradi>on, AndrewShire Gallery, Los Angeles, CA   
2008  Incognito, Benefit ExhibiCon, Santa Monica Museum of Art, Bergamot StaCon,  

Santa Monica, CA 
2008  Kitsch Catch, Maison Folie de Wazemmes, Lille and MIAM, Sète, France. 
2007  Liminal, Phantom Galleries, Pasadena, CA 
  Incognito, Benefit ExhibiCon, Santa Monica Museum of Art, Bergamot StaCon,  

Santa Monica, CA 
2006  Sweater, a collaboraCve installaCon directed by Tim Hawkinson, Gallery 825, Los  

Angeles, CA 
2005  Laguna Art Museum’s All California Juried and Invita>onal Exhibi>on and  
  Auc>on, Laguna Art Museum, CA 

Incognito, Santa Monica Art Museum, Bergamot StaCon, Santa Monica, CA. 
  fresh stART, Arena 1 Gallery, Santa Monica, CA 
2004  47th Annual Interna>onal Juried Exhibi>on, San Diego Art InsCtute, San  

Diego, CA 
2003  Brevard College Invita>onal Alumni Exhibi>on, Sims Art Center, Brevard, NC 
  Beefcake/Cheesecake II: Tastes of a Na>on, Orange County Center for  

Contemporary Art, Santa Ana, CA 
2002  New American Pain>ngs, Western EdiCon #42, juried-exhibiCon-in-print. Juried  

by Michael Auping, Chief Curator of the Museum of Modern Art at Fort Worth, TX  
Chautauqua 45th Na>onal Exhibi>on of American Art, Chautauqua Center for  
the Visual Arts, Chautauqua, NY. Juried by Robert Storr, former Senior Curator at the 
Museum of Modern Art 

  Fish, Fruit and Vegetables, Has>ngs College Faculty Exhibi>on, Walker Art  
Gallery, University of Nebraska-Kearney 

2001  *Young Painters Compe>>on, Hiestand Gallery, Miami University, Oxford, OH 
Juried by James Demetrion, former Director of the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 
Garden. (*Finalist) 

  Ties that Bind, Lionel Rombach Gallery, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. 
  Small Work Exhibi>on, Eric Schindler Gallery, Richmond, VA 
  Has>ngs College Art Faculty, University Place Art Center, Lincoln, NE 

PUBLIC PROJECTS 
2020-2022 ArtScape, art banner installed on Main Street, Hendersonville, NC 
2020  TELEPHONE, a global art project connecCng arCsts around the world.  

hWps://phonebook.gallery/ 
2019  Tchotchke, Los Angeles, CA 
2015  Passage, San Jose InsCtute of Contemporary Art, window installaCon,  

San Jose, CA 
2012   Passage, Los Angeles World Airport Art Program, Department of Cultural Affairs,  

Los Angeles. InternaConal Airport, Tom Bradley InternaConal Terminal, Los Angeles, CA 

2009 Folk Art Everywhere project installaCon, Cra_ and Folk Art Museum, LiWle Ethiopia 
Restaurant, Los Angeles, CA 

2011   Folk Art Everywhere project installaCon, Cra_ and Folk Art Museum, Tribal  
Cafe, Los Angeles, CA 

https://phonebook.gallery/


 

 

CURATORIAL PROJECTS 
2018-present Parlor, organize and curate bi-monthly exhibiCons, events and produce, design  

and print the annual Parlor Pages zine, Los Angeles, CA 
2018  Making Lightly, co-created and co-organized ArCst Residency, Los  

Angeles, CA 
2018  The Indivisible Project, Moorpark College Art Gallery, Moorpark College, CA 

2017  The Indivisible Project, L.A. Makers Pop-Up, Los Angeles Contemporary  
ExhibiCons, Los Angeles, CA. 

2016  Welcome!, group exhibiCon (curatorial) ShoeboxLA, Cal State University, Fine  
Arts Gallery, Los Angeles, CA. 

2011-2013 ShoeboxLA, gallery co-director and co-curator with Paul Evans, Los Angeles,  
CA. Produced and curated 18 exhibiCons over a two-year period. 

GRANTS 
2017   Pollock-Krasner FoundaCon Grant, New York, NY.  hWps://bit.ly/3AhJWjq 

COMMISSIONS 
2017  Shriners for Children Medical Center, Pasadena, CA. 

RESIDENCIES 
2024   Camera Obscura residency, Santa Monica (forthcoming) 
1997   Vermont Studio Center, Johnson, VT. 

REGISTRIES 
2001 – 2005 The Drawing Center, The Viewing Program Registry, New York, NY. 

PUBLICATIONS/REVIEWS 
Taking Flight: The Peregrine Falcons of Mayo Clinic, A Coloring + Ac>vity Book, Mayo Clinic, Spring 2022. 
Artwork featured.  hWps://mcpress.mayoclinic.org/product/taking-flight-the-peregrine-falcons-of-mayo-
clinic/ 

We Heart L.A. Parks, Spring 2021 publicaCon, Narrated Objects.Artwork featured. 
hWps://narratedobjects.com/submissions_laparks.html 

Meet Sophia Allison: Ar>st, teacher and creator of Parlor, a unique domes>c art project, SHOUTOUT LA, 
December 28, 2020. hWps://shoutoutla.com/meet-sophia-allison-arCst-teacher-and-creator-of-parlor-a-
unique-domesCc-art-project/ 
The Modern Ar>st Salon in LA, Art and Cake, November 25, 2019, by Anne WallenCne. hWps://
artandcakela.com/2019/11/25/the-modern-arCst-salon-in-la/ 

Making Lightly: A Communal Residency at Atche Space, Art and Cake, November 14, 2018, by KrisCne 
Shoemaker.  hWps://artandcakela.com/2018/11/14/making-lightly-a-communal-residency-at-atche-art-
space/ 

https://www.instagram.com/parlorla_domestic_art_project/
https://bit.ly/3AhJWjq
https://mcpress.mayoclinic.org/product/taking-flight-the-peregrine-falcons-of-mayo-clinic/
https://mcpress.mayoclinic.org/product/taking-flight-the-peregrine-falcons-of-mayo-clinic/
https://narratedobjects.com/submissions_laparks.html
https://shoutoutla.com/meet-sophia-allison-artist-teacher-and-creator-of-parlor-a-unique-domestic-art-project/
https://shoutoutla.com/meet-sophia-allison-artist-teacher-and-creator-of-parlor-a-unique-domestic-art-project/
https://shoutoutla.com/meet-sophia-allison-artist-teacher-and-creator-of-parlor-a-unique-domestic-art-project/
https://artandcakela.com/2019/11/25/the-modern-artist-salon-in-la/
https://artandcakela.com/2019/11/25/the-modern-artist-salon-in-la/
https://artandcakela.com/2018/11/14/making-lightly-a-communal-residency-at-atche-art-space/
https://artandcakela.com/2018/11/14/making-lightly-a-communal-residency-at-atche-art-space/


 

Art and Life with Sophia Allison, VoyageLA, August 13, 2018, interview. 
hWp://voyagela.com/interview/art-life-sophia-allison/ 

We Heart L.A. P-22, Fall 2017 publicaCon, Narrated Objects.  Artwork featured. 
hWps://narratedobjects.com/weheartp22.html 

Ar>st Specializes in Recycling Artwork, Silverlandia, March 28, 2017, feature. 
hWp://silverlandia.com/arCst-specializes-in-recycling-artwork/ 

Coast Lines Arts, Orange Coast Magazine, January 2016, feature by Liz Goldner. 

ArtBeat, Irvine Fine Arts Center, artwork featured on front and back covers. Winter 2015-2016. hWp://
digitalediCononline.com/publicaCon/?i=282141 

Near Examines Everyday Objects and Places, Orange County Register, November 23, 2015, feature by 
Antonie Boessenkool. hWp://www.ocregister.com/arCcles/studio-693458-angeles-really.html 

Tuesdays Gallery Picks, PaWern Pulp, May 27, 2015. hWp://www.paWernpulp.com/art/tuesdays-gallery-
picks-109/ 

Ar>st of the Week, interview, Hong Kong Art Tutoring blog, August 2014. hWp://hkarWutoring.com/arCst-
of-the-week-sophia-allison/ 

Artplug Tuesday: Sophia Allison-Far, Gia On The Move, December 3, 2013.  
hWp://giaonthemove.com/2013/12/03/artplug-tuesday-sophia-allison-far/ 

Ar>sts Brew Artwork of Unusual Ingredients at Los Angeles Interna>onal Airport, Los Angeles World 
Airports, December 19, 2012. hWps://www.lawa.org/news-releases/2012/news-release-6 

Art Made of Coffee Filters at LAX Airport, December 12, 2012. hWp://stuckaWheairport.com/2012/12/21/
art-made-of-coffee-filters-at-lax-airport/ 

ShoeboxLA interview, Get Your Sh*t Together radio, October 2012.  

ArtBets: Sophia Allison at Brevard College, Mountain Xpress, August 29 – September 4, 2012. hWp://
mountainx.com/arts/art-news/082812art_bets_sophia_allison_at_brevard_college/ 

Arts: Work by NC na>ve shows in Brevard, Times-News, August 26, 2012.  

Brevard College Hosts Recep>on for ‘Friend Among Strangers’, The Transylvania Times, August 23, 2012.  

http://voyagela.com/interview/art-life-sophia-allison/
https://narratedobjects.com/weheartp22.html
http://silverlandia.com/artist-specializes-in-recycling-artwork/
http://digitaleditiononline.com/publication/?i=282141
http://digitaleditiononline.com/publication/?i=282141
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/studio-693458-angeles-really.html
http://www.patternpulp.com/art/tuesdays-gallery-picks-109/
http://www.patternpulp.com/art/tuesdays-gallery-picks-109/
http://hkarttutoring.com/artist-of-the-week-sophia-allison/
http://hkarttutoring.com/artist-of-the-week-sophia-allison/
http://giaonthemove.com/2013/12/03/artplug-tuesday-sophia-allison-far/
http://giaonthemove.com/2013/12/03/artplug-tuesday-sophia-allison-far/
https://www.lawa.org/news-releases/2012/news-release-6
http://stuckattheairport.com/2012/12/21/art-made-of-coffee-filters-at-lax-airport/
http://stuckattheairport.com/2012/12/21/art-made-of-coffee-filters-at-lax-airport/
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/gystradio/2012/10/08/shoeboxla-interview-with-sophia-allison
http://mountainx.com/arts/art-news/082812art_bets_sophia_allison_at_brevard_college/
http://mountainx.com/arts/art-news/082812art_bets_sophia_allison_at_brevard_college/
http://www.blueridgenow.com/article/20120826/NEWS/120829812?p=2&tc=pg


 

Instructor Interview: Sophia Allison, UCLA Extension Visual Arts Programs, June 13, 2012. Online-and in 
print. hWps://visual.uclaextension.edu/instructor-interview-sophia-allison/ 
Landskin: The Art of Recycling, Glendale News-Press, August 28, 2010, review by Terri MarCn, review and 
work illustrated.  

Art in Domes>c Serngs, KNBC Channel 4, 6p.m. news, December 17, 2009. Solo exhibiCon featured.  
hWp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAUanD57tgY 

15 Ques>ons About Art, LiWle Bird Gallery blog, November 23, 2009, hWp://lbgsqueeks.blogspot.com/
2009/11/15-quesCons-about-art-sophia-allison.html 

Luchadora Libre! Make Magazine, Vol. 18, 2009, hWp://www.make-digital.com/make/vol18/?folio=24, by 
Annie Buckley. 

Group show at Andrew Shire Gallery, ArCllery Magazine, August 2008, review by Anne Martens. 

Con>nuing and Recommended, The Horror of TradiCon, Artscene, September 2008, review by Annie 
Buckley. 

“Reaping what they sew,” Los Angeles Times newspaper, August 22, 2008, review by Leah Ollman. 

The Horror of Tradi>on, Flavor Pill, by Shana Nys Drambot, August 2008. 

“Close-knit ‘Sweater’ teamwork,” Los Angeles Times newspaper, July 14, 2006, review by Holly Myers. 

Sophia Allison: Whoa Nellie!, Flavor Pill, June 2005. 

New American PainCngs, Western EdiCon, 42nd ediCon, 2002, juried-exhibiCon-in-print, work on cover 
and inside. 

http://www.uclaextensionvisualarts.org/2012/06/13/instructor-interview-sophia-allison/
https://visual.uclaextension.edu/instructor-interview-sophia-allison/
http://articles.glendalenewspress.com/2010-08-28/entertainment/tn-gnp-brandshow-20100828_1_paint-sculptures-exhibition
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAUanD57tgY
http://lbgsqueeks.blogspot.com/2009/11/15-questions-about-art-sophia-allison.html
http://lbgsqueeks.blogspot.com/2009/11/15-questions-about-art-sophia-allison.html
http://www.make-digital.com/make/vol18/?folio=24
http://asset3.flavorpill.com/losangeles/events/2008/7/31/the-horror-of-tradition

